
Congratulations to the McMaster Outdoor Classroom Enrichment Team,  

Oliver Wearing 

Sherry Du 

Sophia Silverton 

Krupesh Patel 

 for their successful application for the 2016 OPIRG McMaster Public Interest Grant. 

Below is a brief synopsis of their application. 

Immersive Environmental Education on Campus 

Project Description 

We intend to re-nurture and enrich a plot of Cootes Paradise forest as an outdoor classroom 
and picnic space for McMaster students and the wider Hamilton community to provide 
opportunities to learn about aspects of environmental concern, particularly public 
stewardship of natural areas and sustainable water management. 

The space created would facilitate this through: 

1) A Teaching Rain Garden and Rain Harvesting System 

Sustainable and accessible resources as well as native species will be used in the construction 
of a Rain Garden and a Rain Harvesting System (i.e. Rain Barrel). This will enable education 
on the use of native species in the treatment of water runoff as well as their importance in 
maintaining biodiversity. Furthermore, students can learn sustainable water management 
practices through the use of harvested rainwater, types and impacts of water pollutants, as 
well as methods of water purification. 

2) Stewardship and Interpretive Signs 

Stewardship and interpretive signs (Appendix B) will be installed throughout the teaching 
gardens and Chegwin Trail to facilitate the transfer of information when the area is not in 
formal use but open to casual visitors. Furthermore, the signs will be used to promote an 
environmentally conscious land ethic that encourages stewardship of the trails and educates 
students and visitors on the local flora and fauna.  Thus, visitors will be able to learn in a way 
that will practically encourage sustainable and ecologically conscious behaviours both at 
home and outdoors. 

Project Objectives 

● To provide for an immersive and hands-on educational experience to McMaster 

Students, local youth, summer camps, and the community 

● To advocate for stewardship and conservation of Cootes Paradise 

● To educate on the local fauna and flora of Cootes Paradise 



● To educate on local water-related issues and the preservation of the Cootes Paradise 

marsh 

● To educate on the significance and use of native species in gardening 

● To transfer techniques of building sustainable and affordable rain and butterfly gardens, 

rain barrels and other green infrastructure within residential homes and backyards 

● To create a place for mindfulness 

● To provide an alternative outdoor classroom that can be used by the McMaster 

community at large. 

The project was based on the recommendations of the Royal Botanical Gardens (RBG) and 
McMaster Outdoor Recreation.


